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(Note* The information presented as an attachment to represents the 

complete original English text of the Viet J'inh document entitled The Franco- 
Viet Nam Goaf lict which is admittedly propaganda* Two copies of this cbcSte rvb, 
one in English and one in French, vps re made available in !Say 1917 by a repre- 
sentative of the Viet ftai Department of Info mation,, The t vn text3 differed 
considerably in detail* This is not unusual ~ it is simply the result of two 
different translators translating directly from Annamese into two different 
languages, Annamose, being a rRthsr cordensed language, is sublet to considerable 
variation in translation* It will be noted that this English text is superior 
to that usually emanating from Viet I.inh soux’ces (and hence is left in Its 
original Torn Including second preference spellings of cities, etc, ) and is 
presented here because of the light thrown un Viet propaganda method**, the 
semi-concealed suggestions, innuendos and indiscretions contained in it, and as 
a possible cross chock on inforaation previously reported from rival sources * ) 

m ftwuico-vietoae conflict 

CHAPTER I 

HOSTILITIES HI COCHIIJOHINA - ATTEMPTS TO SABOTAGE PEACE 

The conflict between Vietnam anti Frar.ce was launched with glaring preiratiiw 
tat ion. on 17 Detemher 1946 by the French colonialists who Tinted to routers their, 
erc&nftilfc colonial power in Vietnam by force * 

It tels the inevitable, outcome of a series of undoximnd mchin tions and pro- 
vocative action which aimed at amilldlating the northern independence which Viet- 
nam, had won at the pri.ee of her own blood 0 

French attack against the South : V/ith effective power firmly in tho hands 
of the nQ^rWo^S^alTSoveiTSaent foLlovrlng the victory-crowned national Revolution 
of August 1945 and the abdication of Emperor Bao-Dai, the last sovereign of the Hguyen 
dynasty. President HO chi Mirih solemnly proclaimed to the entire world Vietnam* r j 
independence on 2 September 1945 * 

On 22 September* 1945, exactly 20 days after the declaration of independence, 
the French colonialists staging a hurried ee^ne-back launched their treacherous 
attack against Saigon, the Viotnam southern metropolis 0 For the Vietnam people 
there could be no other answer than RESISTANCE, resistance without limit, resis- 
tance to the utmost o 

As fighting went on with increasing ferocity, French troops .gradually extended 
their control over nearly all the big southern cities up to Nha Trango 

But everywhere at the countryside and throughout the sprawling hinterland,^ 
Vietnamese troops and popular formations remain the undisputed raa sters of the situ- 
ation., The bitter struggle entered its fifth month when there came about, after 
painstaking negotiations, the liarch 6 Agreements* 

The Ltarch 6 Agreements s An Instrument o f Peace* Article One of the Preliminary 
Convention rocogrlSeb WtaiTas a free atateTxaving its government, it3 Parliament 9 
its Army rad its finance within the framework of the Indochinese Federation rd the 
French Union., The future status of Cochinehina was to he decided by way of .. -ferendum* 
Article Two stipulated that the Vietnam Government was to extend friendly re- 
ception to the incoming French troops who were to relieve Chinese occupation forces* 

In Article Throe, the two high contracting parties pledged themselves to tales 
all adequate measures in order to end hostilities at once* It ms furthermore agreed 
that negotiations wore to be started at the earliest date either in Hanoi, Saigon or 
Paris in viewr of solving pending problems between the two countries, notably Vietnam* 3 
diplomatic representation abroad, Indochina* s future status, and France ®s cultural 
and economic interests in Vietnam* 

The Vietnam Government ms prompted to sign the liarch 6 Preliirarj&ry Agreements 
by a deeply-felt and self-consistent conviction* These agreements were and should 
have been the first step toward a lasting harmordaatxon of Franc o~Vi eina*n relations* 
They were and should have been an effective contribution to peace and appeasement 
between the two peoples whose antagonism already sadly deepened by BO years of ruthless 
colonial exploitation, might yet be raade unbridgeable by the 5-month old armed hos*» 
tllities in the South*, 
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Such r approach armst was all the easier a a with the o^^rrfeelioing majority of, 
the -French people in fawr of Vietnam and with the provisions of the March accofds 
guaranteeing respect o|' Vietnam* s sovereignty* there should have been no funda*** 
mental cause for disablement and discord, between this country and France. 

Such were not* however, the views of the French colonial circles who had 
their vested interest in Vietnam and least of all of those who claimed to be 
France *3 representatives in Indochina * For these circles - proisinsnl among whoa 
is the French High Commissioner Admiral Thierry d "Argenlisu - the March 6 agree- 
ment were* and - in fact could not have been anything else than a mere "breathing 
spell " which France 3 s internal difficulties and the international situation rendered 
necessary. 

Had not Admiral d ^ rgenlie himself once spoken of these agreements as a 
political expediency whereby he hoped to "take ba c k by negotiations w ha t h as been 
granted by concessions ’*? Little wonder* therefore* that this French High Commits loner 
*iad left no stones unturned in netting at nought all. the solemn committments which 
he had once signed with Vietnam on behalf of his country Franco » 

Violations of the March 6 Agreements i First -and foremost ms the systematic 
prosecution of military operations ifTSochinchimi regardless of treaty-stipulation 
providing for immediate cessation of hostilities . In justification of his action 
the French High Commissioner issued on March 12 a communique stating that the 
Convention did not apply to Co^hinchina, the very place where hostilities were raging 0 

Various proposals were made by the Vietnam Cwernruent for the creation of a 
truce c omission in Cochinchin^ * They were invariably rejected without explanations 
whilo in different operational sectors the French High Command Literally r. r :;caoned 
Vietnamese commanders and their troops to present themselves at French po; and 
surrender their arma^ The latter 5 s refusal provided the colonialists with .he 
sought-after pretext for carrying on with the war o Obviously they would not be 
satisfied, with anything less tiian complete destruction of the Vietnamese armed 
forces^ This was further evidenced by the regime of white terror which claimed in- 
numerable victims in all the zones, under French occupation^ 

Tho Palat Preparatory C qn fe rence . 

It was in such painful juncture that there came about at the close of April 
the France-Vietnam Preparatory Conference at Dalai « But the Dalai Discussions 
only served to bring out all the clearer the fundamental divergency of views be- 
tween the French and Vietnamese delegations* 

Concerning the organisation of the Indochinese Federation* the Vietnamese 
guaranteed fuLL respect of France f s cultural and economic interests. But for 
the French the Indochinese Federation was nothing else than a political trap 
calculated to restrict Vietnam* s internal sovereignty on the one hand while on 
the other* Vietnam was compelled under all kinds of pressure to renounce her 
external sovereignty* With gbeat .insistency the French demanded that public 
Servian such as Justice* Public .Works, Medical Assistance* Customs* which are 
the essentials of internal sovereignty should operate as "federal" institutions s 
in. other words Subject to direct French control. 

With regard to the French Union* France alone would be entitled to enter 
into diplomatic relations with foreign countries on behalf of the countrir forming 
that union* while the task of joint defense should be France 5 s sole and ar usive 
concern. 

It goes without saying tfe&t Vietnam's standpoint could not admit of a political 
Federation which was a direct 1 infringement of Vietnamese sovereignty „ Corlr&sting 
the French claims* the Vietnamese delegation insisted on the formula call: for 
economic unity of Indochina. It also demanded a separate army and separate diplo- 
matic representations against Vietnam’ s offer of loyal and closest collaboration 
with France in the domains 'of defense and foreign policy. But no agreement could 
be reached on these points <, 

Concerning the referendum* the Vietnam Delegation obtained no decision what- 
soever from the French - delegates .as to how and when popular consultations were to 
be held in Cochinchim. Likewise the crucial problem anent immediate cessation 
of hostilities in the South me met vdth the same bad faith on the part of the 
French delegation who sought to side-step the issue. So that the Dalai Preparatory 
Conference ended v/ith out any positive decision being taken . I /hereupon both dele- 
gations decided to refer the solution of controversial issues to the works of a 
now Conference due to bo held in the French capital within the first fortnight of 
July. 
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O,; nay 19 the Vietnam Parliamentary delegation enplaned for Paris and vna 
folio;. id on 31 'lay by President HO chi ilinh v/ho was to pay a courtesy visit 

bo ''ranee * * 

Setting U n of Puppet in Cochinohina - One day after the Viotnam 

y re s idorit^d^nrtAxre , Acjke? raiT Thierry d - Argonlieu set up a Provisional Government 
anrfer Dr* Kguyon van Think in Saigon while Cochincliina was proclaimed an autonomous 
Republic within the fi-amev/erk of the Indochinese Federation and of the French Union* 

The creation of this government and of the Gochinchinese Republic raises a twofold 
problems 

- From the standpoint of legality, was the French High Commissioner entitled 
to oo t up an autonomous republic and recognise a provisional Government of his 
ctn authority? Obvious!; not, for the French Government and Parliament are alom 
'ompeient in initiating .iuch action* . 

- From the standpoint of the torch 6 Agreements, the creation of the auto- 
nomous Republic of Cocbinc’nina viaa a brazen violation of both the letter and spirit 
of the said Agreements .t 

In the first place it vats an anticipation on the result of the referendum 
which had not yet tak/tfi place since it aimed at splitting up this rich southern 
region from the rest v>f Vietnam. In the second place the creation of a puppet 
regime going hand in Jxand with intensified military offensives in Cochinchina and 
in South Armarn brought about new aggravation of France-Vietnaxa relations „ Such 
arbitrary action ms certainly not calculated to develop the favorable climate v/hlv : h 
Article III of the Preliminary Convention proclaimed to bo the prerequisite to 
the opening of friend! j negotiations which wore about to bake place in Paris* 

Confirmation of tr.is \ms substantiated am® tw weeks later when French troops, 
taking advantage of Pi ’side nt HO Chi4Iinh ? s absence, launched a full-scale offensive 
against the Hois Plateaux in western Annam* The strongest protests against this 
brazen act of aggression were lodged by the Vietnam Government , but like all the 
previous ones they fell on deaf ears* For the French aggressors the rape of the 
Hois Plateaux had become a T fait accompli' 1 0 

The Fontainebleau Conference and ho t: it ms sabotaged* - Meanwhile, the Franco- 
Vietnam conference 'V^Ff iciejly “operied on ? July at Fontainebleau* In his opening 
speech, Mr* PHAM van bong, he$d of the Vietnam Parliamentary delegation strongly 
denounced these systematic violations of the torch 6 Agreements* As usual these 
renewed protests wont unheeded by the French and finally the Conference set to 
work on the knotty orobloiiis which were left unsolved by the Dalai Conference 

All the while the French authorities in Indochina went on unconcerned with 
their sabotage works <mi their policy of accomplished facts* They ordered wrsneh 
troops to provoke an e/dleas series of bloody incidents as a prelude to the realisation 
ot their aggressive plan in northern Vietnam, On the one hand they contrived now by 
force, now by ruse tc capture strategic points and areas inhabited by the Tho, Siting, 
and Thai ethnic minorities whom they hoped to play up against Vietnam* On the other 
hand they sought to create unilaterally -an Indochinese Federation of their own pattern 
at Sen^La ? Phulangtbuon Bachinh and Tienyen where live the Indochinese minorities „ 
Simultaneously they set up in Haiphong tmd Hanoi the so-called Federal Services 
(Federal Police, Federal Customs, Federal Public Works, Federal Court, etc***) and 
this at a time when not ore of the delegates at the Fontainebleau Conference tod an 
Inkling of just how the organization of the Federation would be like* 

From the /foregoing facts it was obvious that the French authorities in Indo- 
china wanted Co anticipate cn the results oi the Fontainebleau talks and put Viet- 
nam before n rt fait accompli' 1 , 

This policy of accomplished facts climaxed in the so-called Federal Conference 
Which was held on 29 July 1916 at Dalat under the auspices of Admiral Thierry 
cl«Argenl:Vou* There the High Commissioner' yes-men get together and after much 
speech Hoiking and lip-service to the cause of French imperialism they adopted the 
project of the Indochinese Federation which was tantamount to pure and simple re- 
storation of the former gove-maent-generalo 

’Oils produced the paradoxical situation in which the basic promises of the 
Indochinese Federation were ir.ade the object of two separate conferences, t* first 
due to the initiative of the French Government and the second to that of the French 
High Commissioner for Indochina* 

Suspension of the F onta^ * - It stands to reason, therefore, 

that i/fAdSrald. f ArgeidiS5T^»5^tage works at Dalat were to be taken seriously, • 
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the Fontainebleau Conference could thon have lost all its "raison d*etre TI * 

This point ims brought homo to the French delegation at Fontainebleau by the 
Vietnam head delegate and the Paris Conference was subsequently called off o 
The discrepancy between the two viewpoints vaa too great to be easily 
ironed out* And since owing to Franco * f muddled homo situation* the French 
Oovcmraent v/a 3 not in a position to take a clear line of policy toward Vietnam* 
it was finally decided to postpone the resumption of the conference works 
to a later date* 

The Signing of the Modus Vivendi .- However, informal Negotiations were not 
altogether fruitless as prior to the*" departure of the Vietnam delegation from 
Paris* President HO Chi rainh signed with the Overseas France Minister the September 
Hodus Vivendi* 

Thus it can be seen that throughout the period from 6 March to 14 September 
194^ the Vietnam Government had spared no efforts in finding a common ground of 
understanding with France on the basis of the March 6 Agreements* ^uch ms not 
however the intention or desire of the French authorities in Indochina* 'Hie 
numberless treaty-violations were a clear evidence of their determination to set 
at nought all attempts at rapproach errant between France and Vietnam* The un~ t 
ending series of "faits accompli 3 M wore additional proof of a set policy to sabo- 
tage the works of the Fontairibleau Conference* 

CHAPTER TOO/ 

IIOV; HC3TIUTIE3 VilLLED, REARED AND CARRIED GOT 

ThQ Modus Vivendi of 14 September 1946* «* The France-Vietnam Modus Vi/endi 
provided for the ' oett iiig-up of various joint commissions in order to work out 
procedural rules bearing chiefly on the cessation of hostilities in Coqhinchina, 
and on financial and economic measures* The military c amission met for the first 
time on 7 Movw?irer in Hanoi* Other commissions were still being the object of 
negotiations between the Vietnam Government and the French High Commissariat when 
hostilities were started by the French militarists in Haiphong and Langsen* 

The Haiphong Affair * - Upon assuming power after the August Revolution, the 
Vietnam Government proceeded immediately with the reorganization of all public 
Services* This means that since over a year ago the Vietnam Customs Services had 
been functioning regularly in the Haiphong city* 

Vthen tho question of the Indochinese Federation came up for discussions 
at Dalat, the French demanded that the Customs be reorganized as a Federal Service* 
This was rejected by the Vietnam Delegation who proposed that each country of the 
Federation should maintain its own customs service while matters relating to ex- 
change, unified taxation and customs returns should be left to the decision of a 
joint commission to be created to this effect* 

The Fontainebleau Conference was called off before this question had - an 
touched upon* But in the course of discussions on the Modus Vivendi, the F: oneh 
once again insisted on organising the customs on the Federal basis* They were 
met with the same opposition from the Vietnamese but a compromise solution was 
reached when both parties agreed to change the expression "Federal Customs- into 
"Union Customs" * 

The difference between Federal Customs and Union Customs resides in the 
fact that while the former is to bo placed under total French control, the Union 
Customs leaves to each country of the Federation its own customs service working 
in close cooperation with other countries through the medium of mixed organisms* 
According to Article 6 of the Modus Vivendi the procedures for implementing 
such system were to be worked out by special commission and it was perfectly normal 
that pending the creation of such commission the Vietnan^se customs services should 
have carried on its activities as was in the past* But the French authorities 
were by no means willing to abide by the provisions of the Modus Vivendi* They 
were determined to restore colonial regime by force c 

On the very day (30 October) when the Modus Vivendi came into force. Admiral 
Thierry d Hrgenlieu made a lengthy speech in the course of which he showed a marked 
reluctance to call a halt to hostilities in Cochinchina> 3 
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On the same day the commander of the Tonkin section of the .RICH (Regiment [ 

or Uoroccan Colonial Infantry) Captain Dercourt, issued a "special order' — | 

bearing on a detailed "offensive plan" against the city of Haifong, | 

How hostilities viorc started in Haifong and Iaqgjjgn . ~ As usual j 

hostilities ware started iiith a series of acts oi provocation*, _ , . 

on 16 tSoveraber the French kidnapped IS Vietnamese including 5 pois.ce | 

constables * i 

on 1? November 5 other Vietnamese were arrested* 

on 19 November the French seized the motor- launch ^IfeintvieV 1 and 

a 12~ton barge at Cuu Cam* As a result coiwtuiic&tions between flax-* ; 

fong and quang Ten wore disrupted * 

on ? 0 November the French arrested a Chinese junk which vas given 
due authorization by the Vietnamese Customs authorities e Vietnamese 
constables who happened to be on the spot intervened. They were immed- 
iately fired at vdth machine-guns from the French navy launches. A 
vMle later French tanks were seen talcing up battle positions in all 

the main squares of the city 0 , , ^ 4 ^ f 

The ultimatums were sent by the French base command ordering the ^ Vietnamese 
authorities to evacuate at once the Chinese quarter 0 With the situation aggra- 
vating hourly, the Vietnamese Central Liaison in Hanoi drew the attention or 
the French authorities on the grave danger which the attitude of the French would 

entail i 

At 1730 hours on 20 November the Vietnam Home Under-Secretary and the dele- 
gate of the Gommander-in-Chief of the French troops in Northern Indochina* Colonel , 
Land., signed in Hanoi the cease-fire order , 'Th© order was faithfully carried : 

out bv the Vietnamese High Command but only partially by the French till midnight 
20. On 21 November at 0330 hours they resumed hostilities. The tension s»* | 

what decreased on the rooming of 21 November with tne arrival in Haifong of the | 

Lami-Ham mission* „ „ f . 

On 23 November Colonel Debes acting upon General Val3uy r e oroer sent to 
the Vietnamese authorities a 3-hour ultimatum foUowing which he Punched a 
general attack against Ilaifonga 3 xnrultane ous ly with the starting of hostilities 
in Haifong, French troops attacked Lang sen on the Chinese border. 

That' responsibility for these incidents entirely rests v&th the French 
authorities in Indochina was even admitted by Frenchmen themselves, notably by 
Hr a Leon Boutbicn, a prominent member of the French socialist party who accom- 
panied Minister Marius Houtot during the latter 1 s fact-finding trip in Indochina * 

Hr. Leon Boutbien had established beyond any doubt that the present san- 
guinary conflict between France and Vietnam effectively began with the attack 
on Ifaifong and Lang sen on 20 November 1946® The treacherous attack against 
Hanoi, the capital city of Vietnam, on the night of 19 December 1946, was but 
a logical and 3.nevitable sequence of the initial attack on Haifong® 

^Hostilities in Hanoi and throughout Northern Vietnam *- Vft&lo fighting was 
raging in Haifong and Langsen, tho CoOTander«-in-Chief of the French forces in 
Northern Vietnam, General Morliere summoned the Vietnam Minister for National 
Defense to carry out without delay the evacuation of Haifong and its suburbs® 

This ultimatum was confirmed the following day, 23 November by a letter sent to 

Mr® V0 Nguyen Giap. , 

The latter? s proposal for tho creation of a joint commission to study the 
question was rejected by General Horliere who gave it to understand tnat the^ 
conditions laid down by the French Command were in conformity vdth specific in- 
structions he had received from the French High Commissariat* ; 

General llorliere ? s ultimatum coupled vdth the latest act of aggression to ; 

date: the landing of French troops at Tourane , created an all-pervading atmos- 
phere of nervosity and apprehension in the Vietnam capital* 

In expectation of a general attack by the French army which might come at 
any time, the population began to evacuate the city while barricades were set j 
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rr., n , r -, the provinces , These precautionary measures were made ail the^ 

JL„ imperative as the wave of cold-blooded murder and terrorism a asumea^ the ^ 
character of a veritable organised criminality. Not a day passed vaUiouu i « 


usual toll of dead and wounded, Perconne] 


of the ^ietnanB^e constable force 


S't.nidk™ Jo^atlo^r. )«WMr «*P«* “ 

<* 111 . M« souury as Mtlrt order tea ben Ei»*n tJ, tte V Mt te»te mMM 
tier, l,o avoid all incidents which mxgm- precipitate the VJOula 

This ms taken advantage of by unruly memoers of -he French 
rob. kidnap, arx-est or kill Vietnamese citizens to their heart's desire a^ -Ath 
absolute impunity. It ms admidst such aWphere that ^neray/all^ left mi 
, rr „ upAf&nn there he met on 16 December General Horlaere cx,nd baxntenj, 
Si«i«r S in Todd, ate »»th Ante*. 

to, 17 D«o«to>r, t ranch tanks sot oat to totroy territedoo In tto! tent Ban State, 
and attack the headquarters of the Vietnamese self-preservation corps. The 
resistance afforded the French the sought-after pretext to bring mop y ^ " 

matic weapons, heavy tanka and heavy artillery with which they razed th > whole 

Yen Uinh district to the ground * , .. Fiance Public 

hostilities tent on vath a General attack of the French amy »e>to» £ 
Hanoi and other localities in Northern Vietnam* ... n . . „ 

Thus the French reactionary colonialists have succeeded in realizing them 
Atfo-rsssive piano The war which they had started over a year and a iialf a 0 o in 
the South is now being carried to the North in view of reconquering Vietnam which 
their cowardice had sold down the river to the Japanese and wtiich bad regains -s 
•f-v’pp^nw vHth the blood of thxs land^s children* . 

" It may be noted that the launching of hostilities in Northern Vietnam was made 
* 0 tiinB in^with the provisional period in which France found herself witnout a re- 
;LnSle g overmint! The colonialists had to make hay while the sun shone, and 
accordingly war was precipitated in Northern Vietnam some two months before the 
Constitution of a regular government in France, 

CHAPTER III. 

A 'JAR OF COLONIAL COR WEST 

It now remains for the French to justify the var of aggression and conquest 
vjhich they had willed, premeditated and finally carried into effects ^ _ 

The Colonialist's attempt at Justi fication . - That their war _xo a ,t 
and their cause “blameless is naturally the 3toclc argument of the French reaction- 
ary colonialists and of all these whose interests it- is to perpetuate the regime 
of exploitation and slavery in Vietnam. They assert that theirs is a de„enoi . , 
a «£ch has been started and imposed upon them by the HO chi flxnh <Wi^. 

In the same breath President Raraadier and Ins Minister for Colonics oeclared th^ 
the present m i lit ary operations in Indochina only aimed at insuring the security 
of FrcnchLives who, they said, were exposed to the treacherous attacks of the 

Viet ’ 1 AM°the Vietminh which is the present government ms pilloried as totalit- 
arian, aggressive, extremist and what not. The Vieteinh alone « responsible for 
the war and it was the Vietminh alone that the French prefesseu to ligh. not 
against the Vietnam people nor against their liberty. On the st. ength -f the- 
sweeping assertions the French Government have hoodwinked the French people into 
a costly war and the French Parliament- into voting a motion of coniiaence and milL- 
credits for the prosecution of hostilities against Vietnam,, 

*“’ r STuatoW - This, i„ reality, is ths tetiv.te.toG 

behind the fac^ToT high-soiiding ideology and hypocritical ®^P^4-^nt,“daaa- 

•mstif ication * The voluminous record oi facus ana document a-e a sufi.a.^ 

ging testimony to the French guilt that no further elaboration is needeu. They have 
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established beyond possibility of refutation that; I 

the French colonialists have systematically sabotaged all peace . |: 

. efforts* They it is who have premeditated, prepared and launched — s j, 
t the present hostilities; I 

they It is who have started war on 23 September 1945# in the South; | 

they it is who have wilfully violated the Karen 6 Agreements so as | 

to prevent all possibility of understanding and rapproachemsxrt | 

between France and Vietnam; I 

they it is who 'nave brought war to Haifong and Long sen on 20 | 

November 3.946, preparatorily to blowing off the lid of a general | 

conflict throughout Vietnam by the treacherous attack on Hanoi g 

on the night of 19 December 1946 o I 

In the light of such incontrovertible facts stands out all the clearer -the [ 

ludicrous absurdity of the charge that Vietnam, a weak, badly armed and badly | 

equipped country would have been guilty of aggression against the 150,000 French | 

so Idler 3 armed to the teeth with the most up-to-date implements of war* Plain, 
common sense would suffice to make it abundantly clear as to just who are the I 

aggressors and who the victims of aggression* A defensive war, a righteous I 

war of resistance in defense of the country® s freedom and independence: that is I 

the Vietnam case c A criminal war for a criminal cause, the colonial war of con- l 

quest and plunder: such is the case with the French colonialists * 

Even these colonialists themselves are fully aware of this, which fact leads | 
them to recourse to lies and deceit for covering up an otherwise unjustifiable 
crjjne* Hence their propagandists f repeated attempts at insinuating the presence £ 

of Japanese in the ranks of the Vietnam armed force s s Ho less a personage than j 

Hr* Paul Reynaud had proclaimed fl urbi orbi iS that the HO chi Kinh Government was j 

catapulted to power by the Nipponese fascists* Such was not the view, however, of j. 
the most— Christian Admiral Thierry d ? Argenlieu who would have the world believe [ 

that Vietnam was a hotbed of Communism and should, for that reason, be chestised I 

for the sake of French imperialism* I 

But let us get doxm to the facts 0 And facts establish boyond a doubt that | 

since 23 September 1945, the French have boon using on a large-scale Japanese troops | 

against our forces* bell known also is the use of large percentage of 33 and ex- i 

elements of General Rommel Afrika Korps in the present war in Vietnam , Another \ 

pertinent fact is that while the French colonialists comp lai sant 3y a31o v ^l the 
Japanese to turn Indochina into a powerful operational base against the Allied 
Nations, the Vietnam people opposed the bitterest repression clamped down upon 
them by both the French colonialists and the Nipponese fascists* 

The numerous testimonies given to this effect by allied airmen who load para- 
chuted in our ^liberated zones 1 *, by allied officers who had fought shoulder to 
shoulder with our guerillas, by allied war correspondents and even by Frenchmen 
who had taken part in the Resistance in France, should therefor© be final and do- f 

cisive 0 Tb.us the Japanese scarecrow has proved to be a boomerang recoiling on the \ 

very nose of the unintelligent authors themselves* Failure to impute ua in the [ 

very crime of which they were guilty explains why the French colonialists had to 
twin next to the convenient scarecrow of communism and accuse our government of [ 

being a tool of international Marxism, Indeed, there can hardly bo a mol's elo- j 

quent testimony of this new piece of falsehood than the self-contradictory nature t 

of their own trumped-up charges* I 

T he HO c hi Hin t Governing nt : i a liyxng g^pdimen t of the Nation » s will * f 

In other respects it may bo noted that the Government of "President 1 10 chi [ 

Minh owes its legal existence to the universal sanction of the Vietnam National t 

Assembly and the Vietnam people who had expressed their sovereign will at the l 

general elections of 6 January 1946* i 

Englobing all classes of the population of all walks of life, of all faith 
and political hues, it is in the truest acceptance of the term a government of 
national union and national reconstruction* For tills reason there te3 crystallized f 
around the HO chi Hinh Government an unanimity of view, conviction and purpose which f 
has enabled the new-born state to withstand victoriously all past difficulties and f 
crisis,, 

~7~ I 

FREE - L 
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Such unanimity was by no means unknown to or unnoticed by the French 
colonialists o Vainly they have tried to break up our national unity by 
patronising a puppet government in the so-called autonomous republic of to chin- / 

china* They have only bucceeded in stiffening the will of resistance "which has 
been written in letters of fix's and blood on all Highways and byways of Cochin- 
china for the past year and a half. .... . . 

Xf , therefore, the war in the South means anything to the colonxalisto it xs in 
the fact that no amount of threat or blackmail or violence can over impair the 
unanimity of the Vietnam people* This ms one of the reasons why I Sinister Marius 
iloutet who once pi'ocla.iniod Cochinchina a n French territory 1 '* had to eat up his 
o \m word and recognise in the September 12*. Modus Vivendi the HO chi Minh Govern- 
ment as the only competent authority to negotiate with France on the cessation 

of hostilities in coc3michin& * _ „ . _ 

It was an indir ect though factual admission that th 10 110 chi Minh Grove rnment was 
the only legal representative of trie popular will of the entire Vietnam people « 

Such admission was given added weight by the unlnmanted death of Dr* Hguyen van 
Thinh, President of the puppet government of Cochinchina a By hanging himself he 
had ended, up his miserable career as a traitor and tilth him the useless farce of 
the farcical ” autonomous Republic” for Cochinchina** 

IThen, therefore, the colonialists indulge in a subtle differentiation be- 
tween the Vietmirih represented by the HO chi Minh Government and the Vietnam, 
people, one may rightfully wonder why the French Ckrvernment should have signed ‘ 
at all the March Convention and the September Modus Vivendi with a government which 
allegedly has no support of the people? 

Again, vihen these colonialists pretend to fight against the Vietrrtinh, i«e», 
the Iio'chi Minh Government and not against the liberty of the Vietnam people, it may 
be asked on which specific occasions have they swindled the Vietnam people 0 was 
it when they made peace vdth Vietnam by negotiating truth the 110 chi Minh Govern- 
ment or is it when they pretend as they presently do to rage w against the HO 
chi Minh Government in order to make peace vdth Vietnam? 

A V/ar against the Vietnam People* - Be it what it way the certain fact is 
that no^orS^tl^’co^try i^likely to fall dupe to their subtle attempts at 
driving a wedge between the Vietnam people and their leaders « The viar has confronted 
Vietnam vdth a decisive test and out of that test there has been born an indissol- 
uble union of all classes irrespective of sex* classes, conviction or religion 
who have answered unreservedly to President 110 chi ItLnh- s appeal P 

The heroism displayed by our soldiers, our guerillas and our civilians and 
to which due credit had been given by all foreign observers is additional proof 
of their implicit confidence in the HO chi Minh Government. It is also an indi- 
cation that they are not fighting for any particular party or interest} they are 
fighting for something of first and foremost concern to them: their own right 
to be free, their own freedom now being in jeopardy,, 

That against the alien despoilers a whole people have risen up in arms to 
defend their very existence is, for the French Government, a very unpalatable fadfc, 
the gravity of which must be belittled and its dire consequences lairuiaised* 

Time and again efforts were made by Admiral d«Argenlieu and Minister IToutet 
in presenting their full-scale war as nothing but "police operations”, should have 
necessitated an army of 150,000 strong, an imposing array of planes, tanks, guns, 
and super-dreadnought g , and last but not least, a military credit costing the 
French taxpayers some 10 billion francs* Figures have their elequence* Judging 
by the stupendous means thus thrown into tho fray, it is clear that the French 
Government has staked its all on a full-scale war of colonial conquest against 
Vietnam* By talcing up arms to fight off aggression under the leadership of the 
HO chi Minh Government, the Vietnam people have thus demonstrated their will to 
be a free and untramelled existence and their determination to defend that exis- 
tence whatever the costs* 
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C1IAPTI3R IV. 

>£ YJAOT PEACE* 

Although war has boon imposed upon the Vietnam people who have against their 
own will to resort to arnns in order to safeguard thoir national existence, yot 
they earnestly desire peace 0 

v;e want peace for the primary reason that peace we need and peace we must 
have in order to reconstruct the country that has been ravaged and bled white by 
90 years of colonial exploitation, treason and war* 

Yfe want peace because the present bloodshed between France and Vietnam is 
wholly unwarranted, unnecessary, and because both peoples are convinced that peace* 
a just and honorable peace v;ould work to mutual profits and interests of the two 
countries * 

But peace is not to be had since the colonialists are bent upon restoring 
their vested interests by the sword* Here again this technique is the samr; 
to shift the blame on the shoulders of Vietnamese: leaders by depicting them a3 
blood-thirsty extremists whose concern it i? to reject a peaceful settlement of 
the conflict* 

Facts j however, have their ov/n tale: from 1? December 1946, to 5 March 1947, 
President 110 cjii Minh has sent to the French Government ,, the French national 
Assembly, the French people and various top-drawer French per 3 one. lit lea no less 
than 13. messages, telegrams and appeals, all of which pressed but one inrdstent 
wish: a peaceful solution of the present bloodshed* 

3.7 December 1946 * President HO chi Fanil appealed to Hr* Leon Blum in favor 
of an immediate cessation of hostilities* 

22 December 1946; Addressing the people of Franco, of Vietnam, and of the 
Aided Nations, the Vietnam leader voiced anew his desire for peace » 

1 January 1947; President HO chi I.Iinh invited the French Government and 
people to end at once the fratricidal war* 

How ’Minister Itarius Moutet nought to evj.de th e issue , - Late on, December 1946, 
the French Overseas Mini ster , Hr* IkTrius I outet , was charged by hfs government with 
a fact-finding mission in Indochina * Upon his landing in Saigon and still unacquainted 
with the facts he had yet to ferret out he sweepingly accused the Vietnam Govern- 
ment of being responsible: for the war and glibly spoke of "repression 51 , of c. Heat 
of fcitrength 51 ^ 

In his Her; Year message* President HO chi I.Iinh officially invited the French 
Overseas Minister to meet him in Hanoi* Had lie accepted the offer, there flight 
have been a chance of the present conflict reaching a peaceful settlement* But 
Mr* Itouiet who did not come to Hanoi loft the city 24 hours later without seeing 
the Vietnam President * Upon reaching Saigon, he hastened to disclaim any knowledge 
of President HO chi Minh 1 s invitation* His ovm evasiveness showed that he had 
deliberately ignored the unique opportunity offered him to bring the France- Vietnam 
bar to an end* 

How the llama die r Govern ment sought to e vade the is ^ue. - On 26 January 1947, 
consecutively^ro^ "the formtion of the "firs™ government 'of the 4th French Republic, 
President HO chi Minh told President Ramadier in his congratulatory messages 
«o® n Yfe desire peace, a just and honorable peace for both France and 
Vietnam. V/e deplore the accumulated ruins and bloodshed* 11 
But the appeal went unheeded* On 1 March, President HO chi Mtnh again wre^e to 
the French Government and people: 

11 The Vietnam people desire nothing else than their independence and 
unity within the framework of the French Union and pledge to respect 
France * 3 cultural and economic interests in Vietnam* be want an equit- 
able peace honoring both France and Vietnam 1 ! 

Finally when the Indochinese problem came up for discussions at the French National 
Assembly, President HO chi Minh sent another peace message which ended as follows: 

”V;e v/ant out country* 3 independence and territorial integrity* >*e 
want to collaborate with the French people in the French Union* want 
peace in order to reconstruct the country * It behooves the French Parlia- 
ment, people and Government to call a-halt to this disastrous and fratri- 
cidal war* 

,5 The United States have recognised the Philippines 9 independence* England 
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has recognised Indians independence « France the champion of the 
cause of freedom, owes it to herself to make a similar gesture in 
favor of Vietnam* 

»: Enough French and Vietnamese blood has been shea.. The war must 
not continue a day longer* de are ready to make peaces It only 
requires of the French Parliament and people to make a move * * a r1 
And what was the French answer to those repeated appeals for peace? 

Speaking before the French National Assembly, Minister LJoutet expressed doubt 
over the authenticity of President HO chi Iiinh*s letters* And in order to side- 
step emJ^arrasing questions he could not answer, he naively wondered if the Vietnam 
loader Mould still be alive or if he would still be free,. 

In the meantime the French Rational Assembly passed the motion of confidence 
in the government and voted a 10-billion military credit for the prosecution of 
hostilities in Vietnam* Thus to a sincere gesture for peace the French Rational 
Assembly and the Ilamadier Government answered with an act of war in utter contempt of 
the express will of 2/3 Frenchmen and women who overwhelmingly condemn the war of colo- 
nial conquest and plunder 

However, undeterred in its indefatiguable efforts for peace, the Vietnam Govern- 
ment renewed through duly accredited representatives in Paris its peace offer to the 
French Government* On the pretence that the Vietnam permanent delegation in Paris 
could not act on behalf of the Vietnam Governments the peace offer was again brushed 
aside while the deputy-chief of the delegation, Hr* buongb&ch Mai, was arrested for no 
other reason than his being a former leader to the Resistance movement in Coehinchina# 

In spite of his official status as a member of the Vietnam delegation to the 
Dalat and Fontainebleau Conferences - which status had until then been recognised by 
the French Government itself - Hi'* Duong bach Hal was thrown into prison and later de- 
ported to Djibouti where he la presently being kept under military custody* {Shanghai 
Hote ; See previous reports for further information on Mai and his arrest) 0 

This was the latest high-handed action to date, all of which went to show that 
pending realization of the so-called “military decision” the French Government is in no 
mood to allow peace to return to Vietnam* For the colonialists pea es can cmy be had 
until it is a peace to be dictated at bayonet-points* 

The Peace that we './ant* A just peace based on Vietnam's National independence 
and imity'witlSiT^the framework of the French Union, such is our aspiration and such is 
also our inalienable rights solemnly guaranteed by the United Nations * Charter * 

In those black days when she lay low and forlorn under the iron heels of Nazidom* 
France had esqperieneed the bitterness and humiliation of alien rule* At no time was 
there a more forceful realization creeping into French mind that no sacrifices wore grea, 
enough for the cause of freedom and independence* So is Vietnam's innermost conviction 
today* Like the French people, the Vietnamese cherish their independence and are pre- 
pared to accept all sacrifices to keep freedom alive in their country* 

The Allied Nations had fought for the same Freedoms which as stated in who 
Atlantic Charter, should benefit all peoples, big or small, and should be the all-under- 
lying principle regulating international relations * 

In the spirit of this principle, the United States of America have recognized 
the Philippines' independence* Likewise England has pledged early independence to 
India and* Burma* But France alone still fails to live up to this principle <, France 
alone still refuses to recognize Vietnam's independence* France's loaders my pro- 
fess to respect our freedom but that does not prevent an intensification of hostilities 
and deliberate attempts at annihilating freedom * 

If for these colonial diehard w, independence is but an empty word, for is it is 
a fact and a fact to be made into a living reality* 

This means in the first respect full sovereignty rights both at home and abroad 
if Vietnam* s independence is to be real* effective and not a sham* 

Secondly, Vietnam's independence is made conditional upon her territorial integrity* 
There can be no question of splitting up Coehinchina from the rest of Vietnam either by 
violence or by political machinations such as the setting up of puppet regime and insti- 
tutions in the South* Coehinchina is Vietnamese territory* It is in President Ho 
chi Minh's own words ,! the flesh of our flesh and the bone of our bones”* 

As to Vietnam's participation in the French Union, it depends on whether or no 
the French Government is vailing to recognise t,his country's independence and unity 
with adequate military and diplomatic rights* Our views, now as always is that the 
French Union should not bo a political formula hiding under the cloak of a Federal 
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system, a set premeditation to eliminate what to us are 'the essentials of freedom. 
Hor should, it be developed into a mechanism for exerting predominant polxtxcai 
and economic influences over the people and resources of this country * , 

The French Union > if it is to be acceptable to Vietnam* should be as dexxneu 
in t^e Preamble of the French Constitution: fi a free association of peoples 
enjoying equal rights'*, This means that if Vietnam accepts the principle guaran- 
teeing full respect of France* s legitimate inf luences in Vietnam it is equally 
true that imperialism and vested interests must yield to the right of independence 
Therefore on the conditions whereby Vietnam can effectively realize her 
hopes and aspirations will she enter into loyax* fraternal collaooratxon v.ith 
France and become a useful member of the French Uaxoju 

Inversely the realization of the French union will depend upon quiCKly^ 
achieving acceptance of these basic conditions' on which rests the possiox.d.ty of 
an early peace between Franco and v ietnam* 

Perhaps it my reasonably be hoped that knowing this the co Ionia. las 
will desist from their present course of action which has not xar ore .^.u^ 
then any material profit in spite ot nearly two years of war in Vietnam _ ^ 

It is more than anything else a matter of expediency * * or uzic 2j i&Lixxon 

Vietnamoac have demonstrated with sufficient clarity that tnexr freedom have ^ 
such vigor and are so dearly appreciated that to obliterate them is an ..possible 
task® 

Herein lie Vietnam* s strength and her rock-* like conviction xn the final 
triumph of her cause* 

It is a just c ause ti. 

It is worth fighting and dying for,, , . 

It mist and will triumph for, as r resident HO chi Minh had once proclaimed, 
^histo ry c ontains no record o f a f ^ust ca uBg which doe s _ n o t r t -ri * 


zwo 


Vietnam* April 1947* 
By TEAK GHI BIBH 
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